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The Wetland Conservation Project is executed by 
the Central Environmental Authority with financial 
and technial assis tance of the Netherlands 
Government. Activities of the project include data 
collection on Sri Lanka ' s wetlands, preparation of 
Conservation Management Plans for selected 
wetland a reas , and provision of guidance for 
implementing of these plans. 
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THE AREA 
The Bellanwila-Artidiya marsh is situated on the 
south-eastern outskirts of Colombo city. The a rea 
comprises of shallow ponds and seasonally flooded 
grass lands, with scattered clusters of shrubs 
and small t rees on either side of the Bolgoda canal . 
The a rea was cultivated for rice until 1980. Now, 
most lands have been recolonized by a diverse 
vegetation that supports a great variety of wildlife 
not easily found elsewhere in or around the capital. 
DO YOU KNOW THAT 
The Bellanwila-Artidiya Marsh: 
- was identified a s one of the 41 important wetland 
a reas of Sri Lanka during the International Asian 
Wetland Survey of 1 9 8 9 ; 
- was identified a s a Conservation and Education 
Zone by the Urban Development Authority in 
1990 ; 
- was declared a s a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1990 ; 
- has a record to be very important for many animal 
species including over 140 different species of 
birds, 52 species of butterflies and 39 fish species; 
- is highly appreciated by nature enthusiasts and 
provides a leisure space to many city dwellers; 
- provides ample opportunity for conservation 
educat ion, nature studies and research ; 
- and is also of great importance for flood and 
pollution control . 
The area is under pressure of various 
activities that cause a direct threat to its 
continued existence, such as: 
- dumping of domestic and industrial waste ; 
- unauthorized reclamation of marshland and 
settlement; 
- pollution of surface and ground water by nearby 
factories and the Ratmalana industrial a rea ; 
- lack of maintenance to canals resulting in 
clogging with water weeds and silt; 
- frequent flooding of the marsh and surroundings; 
- overuse of natural resources such a s fishing, tree 
felling, trapping and disturbing of animals , and in 
particular water birds; 
- lack of adequa te law enforcement and super­
vision by concerned authorities. 
The Wetland Conservation Project of 
the Central Environmental Authority, is 
convinced that if no action is taken 
the area and its values will disappear 
rapidly. Therefore, we have developed 
the following action plan: 
1. Strict control over dumping of waste materials. 
2. Rehabilitation of the canal system, including 
restoration of regulatory structures, removal 
and control of water weeds (especially the 
rampant Water Hyacinth), and general clean-up. 
3 . Strict control of land reclamation and 
settlement. 
4. Introduction of a licensing system for allowable 
fish, wood and grass harvesting. 
5. Creation of conditions that at tract wildlife 
including planting of t rees , creation of open water 
and mud flats. 
6. Creating possibilities for durable nature 
enjoyment through establishment of a nature 
trail, visitor's centre, litter disposal system and 
a sanctuary guarding system. 
7. Development of a public awareness program 
through distribution of leaflets and posters , 
information booklets, and putting up of species 
distribution boards. 
8. Organization of field excursions for schools and 
visitor groups. 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WITH THE 
BELLANWILA-ATTIDIYA MARSH??? 
ARE YOU ALSO CONCERNED??? 
Come then to the pradeshiya saba office, 
Boralasgamuwa, on Saturday 30 January 
1993, 09.00 hours a.m. and put your 
questions to the action plan team. 
